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THE PROBLEM OF 
EVIL

• God is all good.

• God is all powerful.

• Evil exists.



ROADMAP

• Moral Argument

• Evil is a Privation

• The Best of All Possible Worlds

• Free Will

• Greater Good Principle

• The Cross and Hope



THE MORAL ARGUMENT 
AND THE PROBLEM OF THE GOOD

• Every law has a law giver.

• There is a Moral Law.

• Therefore, there is a Moral Law Giver.

• To complain about the Problem of Evil, one must acknowledge 

evil.

• Evil must be objective.  A universal, objective Moral Law is 

best explained by Moral Law Giver.  Atheism gives no grounds 

for judging some behaviors as good or evil.



C.S. LEWIS

• “my argument against God was that the universe seemed so 

cruel and unjust. But how had I got this idea of just and 

unjust? A man does not call a line crooked unless he has some 

idea of a straight line. What was I comparing this universe 

with when I called it unjust?”



EVIL IS A PRIVATION

• Evil is not a “thing” that exists.

• Evil describes a deficiency or denial of good.

• Evil is what occurs once the good is altered or distorted.



BEST OF ALL POSSIBLE WORLDS

• Being omniscient, God knows all possibilities.

• God knows all possible worlds.

• God aspires the best.



G.W. LEIBNIZ

• “The first principle of existences is the following proposition: 

God wants to choose the most perfect.”



BEST OF ALL POSSIBLE WORLDS

• Principle of Sufficient Reason

• God acts for worthy causes.

• God understands the value of every world possible.

• God always decides on the base of sensible rationales.



BEST OF ALL POSSIBLE WORLDS

• Pre-Established Harmony

• Living in the best of all possible worlds requires the greatest 

harmony.

• “For, if we were capable of understanding the universal harmony, 

we should see that what we are tempted to find fault with is 

connected to the plan most worthy of being chosen; in a word 

we should see, and should not believe only, that what God has 

done is the best.” G.W. Leibniz



FREE WILL

• God’s creation includes human free will.

• He had to create us able of choosing evil.

• So, our free will can be misused and that is the explanation 

for evil.

• Though this greater good is worth the evil that surely occurs.



JEAN-PAUL SARTRE

• “The man who wants to be loved does not desire the 

enslavement of the beloved…If the beloved is transformed 

into an automaton, the lover finds himself alone.” Jean-Paul 

Sartre



FREE WILL

• God’s creation includes human free will.

• He had to make us able of choosing evil.

• So, our free will can be misused and that is the explanation for 

evil.

• Though this greater good is worth the evil that surely occurs.



FREE WILL

• “God creates a world containing evil, and he has a good 

reason for doing so.” Alvin Plantinga

• “God, to put it bluntly, calculates the cost-benefit ratio and 

deems the cost of evil to be worth the benefit of loving and 

enjoying the love of these human beings.” John Stackhouse Jr.



ALVIN PLANTINGA

• “the existence of evil is not logically incompatible (even in the 

broadly logical sense) with the existence of an all-powerful, 

all-knowing, and perfectly good God.”

• “…the burden of proof of demonstrating that there is no 

possibility at all of the coexistence of God and…evil is just 

too heavy for the atheist to bear.”



JOHN STACKHOUSE JR.

• “God desired to love and be loved by other beings. God 

created human beings with this in view. To make us capable of 

such fellowship, God had to give us the freedom to choose, 

because love, though it does have its elements of ‘compulsion’, 

is meaningful only when it is neither automatic nor coerced. 

This sort of free will, however, entailed the danger that it 

would be used not to enjoy God’s love and to love God in 

return, but to go one’s own way in defiance of both God and 

one’s own best interest.”



GREATER GOOD

• Certain evils are needed in the world for certain greater 

goods to happen.

• There is no contradiction between God and evil and suffering.



NIETZSCHE
“WHATEVER DOESN’T KILL ME MAKES ME STRONGER.”



THE CROSS

• Jesus agonized the nastiest evil that can be thrown at him.

• His death and resurrection indicate evil is trounced, and 

death has been slain.



HOPE

• Justice will be done.

• All evils will be made right.

• Evil will be obliterated.

• New heaven and new earth.



CONCLUSION

• Evil is not a thing created by God.

• A complaint cannot be made without the existence of 

God.

• God has reasons for allowing evil.

• He has a plan to defeat it.

• Trust Him.


